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Mission: To help people find and follow Jesus. 

 
Vision: We are better together when we grow in community as followers of Jesus. 
 
We Grow Better Together When We: 
1.  Take Our Next Right Step In _____________________________  
“This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. I 
am writing to God’s holy people in Ephesus, who are faithful followers of Christ 
Jesus. May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.  
Ephesians 1:1-2 (NLT2)  
 
“All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ.  
Even before He made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy 
and without fault in His eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into His own family 
by bringing us to Himself through Jesus Christ. This is what He wanted to do, and  
it gave Him great pleasure.” Ephesians 1:3-5 (NLT2)  
 
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make 
us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches 
us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip His people to do every 
good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT2) 

 
Notes: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Join The _____________________________ 
God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made Him head over 
all things for the benefit of the church.” Ephesians 1:22 (NLT2) 
 
You are members of God’s family. Together, we are His house, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus 
himself. Ephesians 2:19-20 (NLT2) Remember Verse 
 
“All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, 
and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.”  
Acts 2:42 (NLT2)  
 
Notes: ____________________________________________________________ 

Sermon Teaching 



 
 
 
3.  Encourage __________________________________ 
“Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for God’s 
people everywhere, I have not stopped thanking God for you. I pray for you 
constantly, asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you 
spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God.”  
Ephesians 1:15-17 (NLT2) 
 
“I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the 
confident hope He has given to those He called—His holy people who are His rich 
and glorious inheritance.” Ephesians 1:18 (NLT2) 
 
“I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us 
who believe Him. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead 
and seated Him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.” 
Ephesians 1:19-20 (NLT2) 
 
“They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s 
Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— all the while praising 
God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their  
fellowship those who were being saved.” Acts 2:46-47 (NLT2)  
 
Notes: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 Where is my next right step to grow closer to Jesus? 

 
My next right step I will: 
[  ] Take notes for personal application  
[  ] Join a small group (Tuesday Family Night)   
[  ] Sign up for Dinners for 8 (Feb-May) 
[  ] Sign up for MOPS (meets every other Sunday) 
[  ] Journal through the book of Ephesians 
[  ] Sign up for lunch with the Pastor on Jan. 13 
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[This is only a guide – select the points you want to discuss.] 

 
 

      Icebreaker:   Whom do you know who has been adopted?   
 
Commentary: “OUR churches come in all styles and shapes—secret meetings in homes; wide-open 
gatherings in amphitheaters. Buildings will vary, but the church is not confined to four walls. The church of 
Jesus Christ is people, his people, of every race and nation, who love Christ and are committed to serving 
him. The "church age" began at Pentecost (Acts 2). Born in Jerusalem, the church spread rapidly through 
the ministry of the apostles and the early believers. Fanned by persecution, the gospel flame then spread 
to other cities and nations. On three courageous journeys, Paul and his associates established local 
assemblies in scores of Gentile cities. One of the most prominent of those churches was at Ephesus. It was 
established in A.D. 53 on Paul's homeward journey to Jerusalem.” Life Application Study Bible. 
 
We Grow Better Together When We: 
1.  Take Our Next Right Step In Following Jesus  
Read Ephesians 1:1-2 
Describe a faithful follower of Jesus?   
 
What is my next right step in becoming a faithful follower of Jesus? 
 
How does grace and peace help me in my pursuit? 
 
Read Ephesians 1:3-5  
What do I learn about God’s desire for me? 
 
How do I feel about my relationship with God right now?  
Close?  Distant? Chosen? Rejected? 
 
What do I need to do? 
 
Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17  
Why is studying the Bible so critical to our fellowship as a church? 
 
Do I need a course correction right now? 
 
What do I want God to prepare and equip me in? 

  

     Talk It Over 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+2


 
 
2.  Join The Community Of Believers 
Read Ephesians 1:22  
 
How does knowing Jesus is the head over all things give direction and purpose? 
 
Read this verse three times with emphasis on a different word each time. 
“You are members of God’s family. Together, we are His house, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus 
himself.” Ephesians 2:19-20 (NLT2) Remember Verse 
 
How does this help me understand the purpose of the church? 
 
 
Read Acts 2:42  
How did the early church do church? 
 
What is a takeaway for us? 
 
3.  Encourage Each Other To Grow Stronger 
Read Ephesians 1:15-23 
Who in your life could you use this kind of prayer?  
  
Use this sample prayer to pray for people in your life. 
 
“Lord, I pray for _________________ to have stronger faith, to love You and your 
church family more. I pray _________________ would grow in spiritual wisdom and 
knowledge of Who You are. I pray for _________________ heart to be flooded with 
Your light so that _________________will have confident hope of Your calling on 
________________ life. I pray that ________________ would understand that you 
give us your resurrection power to live this Christian life. Amen.”    
 
Read Acts 2:46-47  
How did the early church encourage each other? 
 
  
Close in Prayer: Start praying. Be bold and pray specifically. 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

   
 Snack schedule: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

      


